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and Offertory Program 2009

Dear Friends in Christ,

We are pleased to present to you this stewardship report for the Church and School for
the fiscal year ended June 30, 2008, and to introduce our 2009 Offertory Program.

We are all stewards of the gifts and blessings of God. Thanks to your generous
contributions of time, talent, and treasure, the Church and School and its many programs
continue to be healthy and vibrant. As you have been generous and supportive of the work of the
Church, we try also to be good stewards for our part. We thank you for the way we have worked
together on many levels within the Parish.

This year we would like to give you a report that reflects the total life of the parish,
including the highlights of the ministries of the parish, the financial report for Church and
School, and the 2009 Offertory Program material.

We are pleased to say that support from parishioners for our parish, school and
outreach programs continues to grow. Your continuing generosity of time, talent, and treasure
toward your parish is a visible sign of your
mission. We know that all those who benefit from your ongoing support are very grateful.

The Parish continues to grow. This growth is a great blessing but also presents
challenges, particularly for our priests and staff. Please continue to give them your constant
prayers and support. We are deeply grateful for your generosity born out of faith and the unity
it exemplifies in our flourishing.

St. Matthew Church and School is alive and active. We share in a rich past of
dedicated and active parishioners and staff.
Hopefully, our parish report will help you to be aware of the activities and developments in
our community. Your awareness will help you to support the efforts of the parish with your
prayer, time, talent and resources.

In HIM,

Fr. Juan José Gonzalez, MSpS Bob Grover

Pastor Administrative Council Chairman
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of Parish Ministry

CHI LDRENOS MI NI
Molly Teeter

Here at St. Matthew Parish we
are strong believers in the need each
of us has to engage in a lifelong
faith formation process. Offering
opportunities for our catechists to
learn deepens their knowledge and
appreciation of our Catholic faith,
and prepares them to share our faith
as disciples in mission.

Thanks to your generous
stewardship of treasure, four of our
catechists participated in the
Annual Catechetical Conference
sponsored by the Archdiocese of
Portland. These catechists learned
further about their faith, and best
practices in the way children learn.
They came back to the classroom
with enthusiasm and started
applying these methods.

In the Spring, eight members of
our community (both staff and
volunteers) attended the 2008 RE
Congress in Anaheim, CA. This
Congress, sponsored by the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, is the
nation's largest annual gathering of
Roman Catholics. Over 40,000
people attended. Our Youth
Coordinator, School Music Teacher
and Spanish Youth Leader all
attended Youth Day. Over the three
days, they were offered nearly 200
speakers presenting 300 sessions.

Last Summer we hired a
Summer RE Coordinator, and with
her help started a Summer RE
Program. This was an opportunity
for children who are not normally
able to attend RE classes during the
school year to learn about their

g faith. Yhis year we had 22 children

v 30 catechists who shared their
faith with the children of our
community.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Puddy Agans

The times are a changing for our
Youth Ministry programs. Over the
past three years, we have been able
to head in directions we have never
been before. These new paths have
taken teens and adults to local soup
kitchens and all the way to

hundreds of miles south of the
Matthew. He gave a wonderful Mexican border. With the
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from three year olds through from the public schools and St.
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and it will continue to grow.

We also brought Deacon
Harold Burke, a national speaker,
to come visit the children of St.




