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St. Matthew Catholic School

One Community Growing in Christ
Dear Prospective School Parent,

Thank you for your interest in St. Matthew Catholic School in Hillsboro, Oregon.
strong tradition of academic excellence and Clugsttered learning has contributed to the
success of St. Matthew since 1914. Through dedicated teaching staff, a supportive chur
community, and involved parental base, your child will experience an education that add
the whole child: spiritually, intellectually, emotionally, socially, culturally, and physically.

As a student at St. Matthew, your child will be engaged in an academically chall
ing environment that aims to build confidence and teach responsibility for self and others
guided by the Schoalide Learning Expectations: Christian Role Model, Effective Comm
nicator, Responsible Citizen, and Lifelong Learner. Our classroom teachers are licenseo
through the Oregon Department of Education, many of our educators have Masters, and
tively we have over 130 years of@lassroom and specialized teaching experience. In add
tion to core gradspecific subjectsgachgrade takes classes in computers, music, physical

www.stmatthewschoolhillsboro.org ey cation, Spanish, religion, and library. In 2008, St. Matthew Catholic School received
info@stmatthewschoolhillsboro.org year, full term of accreditation by the Northwest Association of Accredited Schools and
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ern Catholic Education Association through June 2014.

The Catholic faith is woven into eac
the religious instruction each class receives as part of the curriculum. Each day, the clag
gather in the main hall corridor to begin with daily prayer and announcements and the sc
day concludes in the classrooms with thanks to God. The school attends a weekly scho
mass, in which the classes take turns in preparing the Liturgy, and the Missionaries of th
Spirit are frequently in the classrooms and around campus.

Throughout this packet you will find additional information to
\ help assist you in making this critical educational decision for your ¢
Pl ease contact wus if you have
child to visit for a day. We are excited at the prospect of welcoming
your family as part of St. Ma t
nity Growing in Christ.o
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Blessings,

Jeannie Timoney

Jeannie Timoney, Principal
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1 St. Matthew offers full hot lunch, in-
cluding 2 entrees each day. Free/
reduced lunches available for qualifieq
families. I

Did you knowé \
|
|
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St. Matthew receives Title | money to |
fund a reading specialist that enables|
small group and 1:1 assistance. |

Webve been servi nlg
munity since 1914e
N\ /
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One Community Growing in

Mission Statement

St. Matthew Catholic School is a
Christcentered community
devel oping stu
excellence and spiritual growth.

School Philosophy

We are a Catholic parish commu-
nity dedicated to guiding our chil-
dren to achieve their full potential
as Christ-centered people. We rec-
ognize the parents and extended
family as the primary educators of
their children. We emphasize the
education of the whole child: spiri-
tually, intellectually, emotionally,
socially, culturally, and physically.

Five Year Strategic Plan 2009 -2014

The community of St. Matthew convened throughout the 20089 school year to create a framework to
guide us as we look towards the future of St. Matthew Catholic School. Through a collaborative process
involving school and parish alike, these are the goals that guide our development and vision. An executifie
summary of each of these goals and steps to achieve them can be found at
www.stmatthewschoolhillsboro.org

Mission Goal: Ensure that our mission as a Catholic School is lived to the fullest possible.
Personnel Goal:At t r act and retain the highest quality facujt

Academic Goal: Present a challenging, comprehensive, and relevant curriculum for all students which fulfills the
school 6s mi ssion and philosophy, strengthens Cathol
tations.

Technology Goal: Ta ke al | steps necessary to incorporate te

Enrollment & Marketing Goal: Reach and sustain capacity enrollment, which reflects the diversity of the parish.

Plant & Facilites Goal: Pr ovi de school priorities and data in
facilities plan.

Funding Goal: Maintain an affordable tuition level with sufficient financial aid resources, while offering a strong a
demic program.
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ST. MATTHEW CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Primary School: Kindergarten, Grades 1 -2

KINDERGARTEN : We offer a fullday, 5 days/week program geared towards integra
ing students into the learning environment. Additional dedicated teaching assif
enable focused, small group attention on early writing and phonemic develop
Students have opportunities for sdifected discovery time and the mdcled
number corner. The Kindergarten wait list opens on November 1st for the next ji
incoming class.

GRADES 1-2: As students move into these key grades, there is heavy emphasis o
reading and phonemic mastery. In addition to the primary classroom teachers
1%'and 29 grade have dedicated reading specialists in the classrooms to work i
vidually and in small groups with the students. Srgfade, students undertake
daily writing logs, word family recognition, and use manipulatives to master nu
ber families.

2" grade students are immersed in an environment that motivates them to con
to ask questions, take chances, and discover interests as they continually builg
knowledge. They are introduced to an assortment of literary genres, learn the ¢
First Grade gets acteristics of each, and learn to extract information, both explicit and implied.
a close up view of ond graders are also introduced to student planners, with nightly responsibility
a sunflower completing homework and obtaining parental approval.

Intermediate School: Grades 3 -5

GRADES 3-5: Students in'8, 4" and %" continue to receive aca
demically challenging instruction as well as increasing re-
sponsibilities for class projects, public speaking, and stuc
skills. In 39 Grade, students begin to receive instruction i
health, as well as enhanced emphasis in multiplication ar
cursive writing, and participate in a Native American proje
fieldtrip. It is also the first year students participate in star
dardize testing and is the transition year as they prepare
receive letter grades if'4grade.

Students in ¥ Grade continue to master different reading
strategies, math focuses on multiplication, decimals, area, a#to
perimeter, and they develop as independent learners. Theyl |
about Oregon and the Oregon Trail, culminating on an overii
trip to the Oregon Trail Overnight Camp where the studentsyli
as pioneers. "and %' grade are marked by the growing respp
sibility they assume for homework and assignments as wellg
the development of strong study skills. I

Your student will be continually
challenged to try something new,
allow curiosity to guide them, and
engage in stimulating activities to

feed an eager mind.

5" Grade begins muHievel mathematic classes, greater empha

sis in research, reports, and verbal presentations in class, and+cen=—
centration on fascinating topics in life science and US geography /
history. Students in"5Grade learn about local history and art
through a guided walking tour of downtown Portland and visit Intel
to explore technology first hand.
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