
 
My very dear friends,  
 
  It was with great excitement and even greater gratitude to God, Our Father, that 
we blessed our Parish Icon Saturday December 1st 2008 at the 5:30 pm Mass. As many 
of you know, two years ago we commissioned Kathy Sievers, a parishioner and 
iconographer, to write ðyes, Icons are written, not painted, as they give us in color what 
the Gospel gives us in wordð an Icon that would represent who we are as a Parish 
community.  
  After listening to the different groups and ministries of the parish, prayerfully 
reading the Parish Mission Statement, and 940 hours of research and work, we have the 
Icon that God in His Providence gave us. There is so much packed into the images in 
the triptych that it will take us a few weeks to unravel some of the rich symbolism in it. 
We begin this week with an explanation behind the image of Christ, Priest, Prophet and 
King that we find at the center of the Icon. Thank you to all those who have been 
involved in this process, and a special thank you to the artist Kathy Sievers, who 
poured her heart and soul into the creation of this beautiful  triptych.   
 
 In HIM,  
  
Fr. Juan Jose Gonzalez, MSpS. 



 The central panel of the Icon represents the Church and 
the Parish, and we find at the center of it the image of Jesus 
Christ, Priest (represented by His right hand extended and 
blessing), Prophet (holding a book and in the book we read the 
words that our patron saint Matthew heard when he was 
called: òFollow Meó), and King-Servant (seated on the throne, 
with a bucket of water and towel).  
 
OUR IDENTITY:  
WHO ARE WE AS A PARISH COMMUNITY?  
 
 Jesus Christ is the one whom the Father anointed with 
the Holy Spirit and established as priest, prophet, and king.  
The whole People of God ð lay men and women, religious men 
and women, deacons, priests and bishops by Baptism are 
incorporated into Christ and participate in His three offices 
(PRIEST, PROPHET AND KING) and bear the responsibilities 
for mission and service that flow from them.  
 We at St. Matthew are entrusted by God with the 
apostolate by virtue of our Baptism and Confirmation.  We 

have the right and duty, individually or grouped in associations, to work so that the divine message of 
salvation may be known and accepted by all men throughout the earth. This duty is even more 
pressing when it is only through us that men and women can hear the Gospel and know Christ.  
 
Our participation in Christ's priestly office  
 
 Dedicated as they are to Christ and anointed by the Holy Spirit,  they are called and prepared so 
that even richer fruits of the Spirit may be produced in us. For all our works, prayers, and apostolic 
undertakings, family and married life, daily work, relaxation of mind and body, if they are 
accomplished in the Spirit - indeed even the hardships of life if patiently borne - all these become 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 In the celebration of the Eucharist,  we offer our lives to the Father along with the body of the 
Lord. And so, worshipping everywhere by our actions, we consecrate the world itself to God, 
everywhere offering worship by the holiness of our lives. We are, in HIM, all  truly PRIESTS!  
 
Our participation in Christ's prophetic office  
 
 Christ fulfills this prophetic office in all of 
us. We are His witnesses and  He has provided us 
with the sense of faith to teach in the order to lead 
others to faith. This is our task and our privilege. 
We also fulfill our prophetic mission by 
evangelization, "that is, the proclamation of Christ 
by word and the testimony of life."  
 Some of us, who are capable and trained, 
also collaborate in catechetical formation, in 
teaching the sacred sciences, and in the use of the 
communications media.  
 


